Forage Fact # 49

Date:
December, 2009

Comparison Basis
Load basis =

Truck loads when corrals or
pens are cleaned out &

dumped into pile {(manure)
or windrow (compost).

“ The key

is the way

composting reduces the
volume of the material
that needs to be spread
by 50 to 60%.”

~Rick Kantz,
Montney

Published by
P.R.F.A. of BC:

For more Forage Facts
visit our website:

www peaceforage.bc.ca

Why Bother Compostings
Costs & Benefits

Objectives
1.Compare the costs of spreading raw manure from pens with
turning & spreading compost.

1.Compare benefits of applying raw manure to compost to fields.

Comparing Costs of Manure to Compost

Assumptions Comparing Costs

Unit

Operations & Comments Units cost Manure Compost
Dumping Costs:
Load basis from pens 7 cu yd or 5 tonnes
Dumping & piling costs same same
Turning Costs:
Tractor with depreciation, labour, fuel, etc. hr $50
Compost turner day $500
Compost turner per hr use to turn 100 loads hr $63

= |Tractor & turner hr $113

| Time to turn windrow in loads per hr loads/hr 100 $1.13
Total turning in 2008 turns/yr 7 $791
Total turning in 2009 turns/yr 5 $565
Average turning over 2 seasons turns/yr 6 $678
Average turning per load from pen load 100 $6.78
Spreading Costs:
Tractor with depreciation, labour, fuel, etc. hr $50
Spreader day $225
Spreader per hr use hr $28
Tractor & spreader hr $78
Total spreading of 1 to 3 loads per hrin 5 mi $26 to
radius from pens pen load 1 $78
Compost reduces volume 50% so pen load 2 $13 to $39
Average spreading costs/ load from pen load $39 $20
Total Costs for Composting Efforts: load $39.00 $26.78
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